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Stay in Compliance, Follow these steps:

1

For discharges directed to the sanitary sewer system, contact City of Cotati Public Works Department at 707-665-
3638 to determine if the job requires a wastewater discharge permit, a fee, and/or wastewater treatment prior to any
discharge to the sanitary sewer system.

Once you have received approval, you may discharge the wastewater to the sanitary sewer. Sanitary sewer inlets are
typically indoors and include sinks, showers, bath tubs, toilets, floor drains and outside building cleanouts. You can
pump to a storage tank for later disposal to the sanitary sewer. When discharging wastewater to the sanitary sewer, a
mesh strainer should be used to prevent debris from clogging drains. Obtain the property owner's consent.

Before beginning a job, block storm drains by using waterproof sand bags to create a barrier around storm drains,
plugs or rubber mats to seal storm drain openings, or use vacuum booms or temporary berms to keep wastewater
away from the storm drain.

Avoid using any soaps or chemicals. Even biodegradable soap is harmful to fish and other aquatic life.
Biodegradable soaps are designed to quickly break down in a Treatment Plant, not in a creek.

For all exceptions, you may be able to divert wastewater to a landscaped area or storm drain by following this process:
a. Sweep the entire area to collect all trash for disposal into an appropriate trash receptacle;

b. Use absorbents (such as rags, absorbent mats, rice hull ash, cat litter, special clay absorbent) to pick up a
minimal number of greasy or oily spills (large or multiple spills will require disposal to the sanitary sewer);

c. Sweep or vacuum up saturated absorbents;
d. Never use any soaps or chemicals. Hazardous material must NOT be present.

e. To discharge wastewater to a landscaped, dirt or gravel area, obtain the property owner's consent. Waste
water may adversely affect landscaping. Check the slope and other physical characteristics of the area to
avoid runoff to the street, storm drain or other outside drains. Wastewater must be directed onto an area
large enough to contain all the water. If the soil is dry, wet it down before discharging to help wastewater
soak into the ground.

If sanitary sewer and landscaping options are not feasible, written approval to discharge to the storm drain is
required per individual occurrence. Written approval (via a temporary variance) will require all conditions noted
above (item #5) to be met, proper filtration as noted in the tables are around all inlets, and site specific requirements.
Written approval (of a temporary variance) may be requested from the City of Cotati, City Engineer, Storm Water and
Creeks Section and must be kept on work / job site for duration of work performed.

Hazardous Waste Disposal of fluids containing materials such as automotive
fluids, solvents, paint, pesticides, etc.:

1. Read cleaning product labels before disposing of wastewater. Follow use and disposal instructions carefully.

2. Check with the Sonoma County EcoDesk (707-565-DESK) for a list of approved hazardous waste recyclers and

disposal sites. If you are a small business, call the EcoDesk to find out how you can dispose of hazardous waste at
a local drop-off event (instead of hiring a hazardous waste hauler). Ask if you qualify for "Conditionally Exempt Small
Quantity Generator" (CESQG) programs.



The Goal:
Only rain in the storm drain.

The Strategy:
Keep pollutants from contacting rain and being dumped,
blown, swept, washed, or poured into storm drains.

1. Surface Cleaning

Best management practices for mobile
cleaning activities

DISPOSAL OPTIONS

SANITARY SEWER LANDSCAPING STORM DRAIN INORDER OF PREFERENCES
) DIRTAREA(LS) (SD)

Sweep, collectanddispose debris.
YES CONDITIONAL NO Block storm drains; collect washwater;
dischargetosanitarysewer orsoil.

WASHING/ BEST MANAGEMENT PRACTICES

WASHWATER
DETAILS

SIDEWALKS AND (1)SS; (2)LS; (3)SDonly if 1&2 not available, all

*
PLAZAS conditions are metand written waiver obtained.
YES CONDITIONAL NO i A -
(1)SS; (2)LS; (3) SD onlyif 1&2 not available, all
YES CONDITIONAL NO* conditions are metandwritten waiver obtained;
useoil-absorbentboomatstormdrains.
DRIVEWAYS, DRIVE  ithorwithoutsc, drcamahon st disposs fabeorbenin
THROUGH WINDOW light gilé;‘:]eeqélently YES CONDITIONAL NO trash; Block storm d’rains; collectwashwater;
AREAS dischargetosanitarysewerordirt.
----------- N - S - - — ~ =~ — = == == = -~ - - - - —————-—————--
DRIVE-THROUGHS, i i . Block storm drains; sweep, collect and dispose of
DRIVEWAYS, PARKING 'oxces o s YES \o "o debrisdrydeanollspots,dispose of absorbent
' egally; discharge washwater to sanitary sewer,
GARAGES,SERVICE noz{gzqnu:gﬂy Pretreat via oil/water separator if possible. Discuss with
STATIONS site operator and contact Water Department.
——————————— ] — — — — — = — = = = =~ = == =SS oo S oo
(1)SS; (2)LS; (3) SDonlyif 1&2 not available,
Glass and steel allconditions are met and written waiver
buildings, no soap YES CONDITIONAL No* obtained;protect drain with fabric filter if
possible.
|
Painted buildings (1)SS; (2)LS; (3)SD onlyif 1&2 not available, all
: o conditions are metandwrittenwaiver obtained,
(lead f;%elgieanmg’ YES CONDITIONAL NO use fabric filter to keep paint particles out of
BUILDING p storm drain.
EXTERIORSAND |
WALLS Painted buildings Block storm drains and pump wash water to
(paint known togbe atank; water and sludge may need to be
P YES NO NO disposed of as hazardous waste.Contact

lead free), cleaning

for paintremoval Water Department. Filter waste water prior

to sanitarysewerdischarge.

Painted buildings
with lead-based or
mercury additive paint, NO NO NO
including cleaningfor
paint removal

Block storm drains and pump wash water to a
tank; water and sludge may need to be disposed of
as hazardous waste. Contact Water Department,

County Health and Fire Department.

——————————— ] — — — ~ — — — —— — =~~~ = === === mmmmmm e m oo
Using wet sand Minimize quantity ofwater used. Directwashwater
blasting (with no YES CONDITIONAL NO to dirt area; Filter through boom to keep sand out
bakingsoda) of sanitary sewer.
GRAFFITI REMOVAL

Usinghighpressure Best: Block storm drains; discharge washwater to

) . MAY IMPACT sanitary sewer. Discuss with site operatorand

WaSh'Eg ;ﬂdoﬂﬁznlng YES LANDSCAPING NO contact Water Department.
P 2nd: Directwashwater to dirtarea.
MASONRY Using acid vyashl YES MAY IMPACT Block stormdrains. Collectwashwater, neutralize
ELLQRESCENCE I mlnera LANDSCAPING NO to pH 6o 10, discharge to sanitary sewer.
deposits Pretreat

*Upon review and written approval from the City of Santa Rosa, Environmental Services Division, Storm Water and Creeks Section, atemporaryvariance may be granted perindividual occurance
if all feasible alternatives to discharge of non stormwater flow have been considered, including discharging to landscape or sewer in accordance with City Code, and are not possible.




The Goal:
Only rain in the storm drain.

The Strategy:
Keep pollutants from contacting rain and being dumped,
blown, swept, washed, or poured into storm drains.

2. Food Related

Food related and miscellaneous
cleaning activities

DISPOSAL OPTIONS

RESTAURANT

WASHING/

WASHWATER
DETAILS

SANITARY SEWER LANDSCAPING STORM DRAIN
(SS) DIRTAREA(LS) (SD)

BEST MANAGEMENT PRACTICES

INORDER OF PREFERENCES

Best:drycleanonly(usingrags,absorbents,
sweeping debris). 2nd: dry clean first, block

ALLEYS, GROCERY YES NO NO <tarm drain wach area filter collect and
RESTAURANT
CLEANING OF Never dispose of waste grease in storm
FLOOR MATS, YES NO NO drain or sanitary sewer; contact disposal
EXHAUST FILTERS, company and Environmental Compliance.
ETC.
_________________________________________ ]
I
Save forrecyclinginsealed containers; never pour
Recyclableoil, grease NO NO NO intosink, floororstormdrain; donot mixwith
and meat fat waste grease from trap. Contact Environmental
Compliance.
KITCHEN GREASE —
Best: capture washwater; Pick up litter and filter
Grease from particles for discharge to sanitary sewer.
int t t NO NO NO (1)SS; (2)LS; (3)SD only if 1&2 not available, all
Interceptor or trap conditions are metand written waiver obtained:
hotwaterdischargetocreekis prohibited.
—————————— I - - = = = = = = = = == S == S o o
. Capture washwater; filter particles;
Usingsoap YES NO NO discharge to sanitary sewer.
I
Best: capture washwater; Pick up litter and filter
GROCERY CARTS particles for discharge to sanitary sewer.
No soap YES CONDITIONAL NO* (1)SS; (2) LS; (3) SD onlyif 1&2 not available, all
conditions are metand written waiver obtained:;
hotwaterdischargetocreekis prohibited.
----------- I - SRR - - E e et e E sl - s e s e e
Equipment should be cleaned on wash pad at
LUNCH WAGONS/ Permitted commissary equipped to discharge
YES NO NO washwater to sanitary sewer. Contact County
FOODCARTS Environmental Health Department. Only melted
ice may drain to storm drain.
——————————— I — ~ — — — — — — =~~~ = = === = =S = m oo
MOBILE HOMES, Using soap YES CONDITIONAL NO Rlect Wasmgzei:ttgr?; itary sewer
DECKS, ROOFS, — :
SHINGLES, AWNINGS,
RESEIDNTIAL/ (1)SS; (2)LS; (3)SDonly f 1&2 not available, all
Cg'é"é*'é':%i:ﬁg" No soap YES CONDITIONAL NO*A conditions are metandwritten waiver obtained,
PAINT) use filter barrier (hoom).
----------- ] — — — ~ — — — —— —— — === === === mmmm e m e m oo
Best: Capture washwater; filter particles;
CARPET discharge to sanitary sewer at the work site or in
Withorwithoutsoap YES CONDITIONAL NO atankto dispose of at the office. 2nd: discharge
CLEANING tolandscaped area. May impact landscaping.
NOUOOOUOUOUOOOOOOIIIN ... ... ...._...._.oeoeeoeeeeeees I
Best: Capture washwater; discharge to sanitary
PORTABLE seweratthework site orinatanktodispose of at
Withorwithoutsoap YES CONDITIONAL NO the office. 2nd: discharge to dirtarea onlywhen
TOILETS the discharge can not reach a storm drain facility.

Does not applyto spilled waste material.

*Upon review and written approval from the City of Santa Rosa, Environmental Services Division, Storm Water and Creeks Section, a temporary variance may be granted per individual
occurance ifall feasible alternatives to discharge of non storm water flow have been considered, including discharging to landscape or sewer in accordance with city code and are not possible.

AConsideration only for untreated wood.




H The Goal: The Strategy:
3 - Transportatl on Re I ated Only rain in the Keep pollutants from contacting rain and being dumped,
Best management practices for mobile storm drain. blown, swept, washed, or poured into storm drains.

cleaning activities

DISPOSAL OPTIONS

LANDSCAPING INORDER OF PREFERENCES
SANITARY SEWER DIRT AREA STORM DRAIN

Best: Use wash pads to capture washwater;

DETAILS BEST MANAGEMENT PRACTICES

FLEET WASHING Removingmainlydirt: discharge tosanitary sewer. 2nd: Block storm
EXTERIOR withorwithout soap YES CONDITIONAL NO drains; collect washwater; discharge to sanitary
sewer or dirt through filter.
——————————— I — — — — — — — — =~~~ = = == = = m S m oo
ENGINE/
EQUIPMENT Withorwithoutsoap; Usewash pads to capture washwater; drain/pump
DECREASING may contain YES NO NO through pretreatment system before discharge to
petroleum Pretreat sanitary sewer; Contact Environmental
(AIRP-II:QIL\IJ%KI)\UTO, products and metals Compliance for requirements.
——————————— I — — — — — — — = = ==~ = == =S = oo m oo -
——————————— I — ~ — — — — — — =~~~ = = === = =S = m oo
Infrequent, light
cleaning; minimum Best: Block storm drain, collect
MOBILE AUTGO water volume; YES CONDITIONAL NO washwater,and discharge tosanitary
DETAILIN removing mainly dirt sewer. 2nd: direct flow onto dirt area.
withsoap
——————————— I — ~ — — — — — — =~~~ = = === = = m = m oo
CAR SALES LOT Wit CTOETT (1)SS; (2)LS; (3) SD only if 1&2 not available, all
RINSING FOR 9 IS P YES CONDITIONAL NO*A conditions are metandwritten waiver obtained,
DUST REMOVAL keep runoff out of oil deposits.
----------- I — — — — — — =~ — ==~ — = = =S = =S e
Infrequent, light e .
CHARITY CAR on . Block stormdrains; collect washwater;
WASHES rril??]llq\l/r:igl;'tr\;\e/wl?\gggp YES CONDITIONAL NO discharge to sanitary sewer or dirt.
........................................ ]
Sweep, collectand dispose of food residue
L - ingarbage; drycleanoily spots, avoid
Food-elated debris YES NO NO hosingdown trailer; discharge anywashwater
to sanitary sewer.
I
SEMI TRAILERS
AND BOATS Iftoxic materials spilled intrailer, d
) . ) ,dry cleanonly
(TRUCK TRAILER, Tra"iﬁ%’:ﬁﬁi‘igox'c NO NO NO - do not hose down; protect/block storm drains;
INTERIOR contact Fire Department for guidance.
CLEANING)
I
3 Filter washwater before discharge; dispose of
(incFu%ai;dre:rrrlllg\?alof YES NO NO paint particles properly (in garbage or as
pain?chips) (NON-HAZARDOUS) hazardouswaste if contain lead, copper,

TBT, or PCBs).

*Upon review and written approval from the City of Santa Rosa, Environmental Services Division, Storm Water and Creeks Section, atemporary variance may be granted per individual occurance
if all feasible alternatives to discharge of non stormwater flow have been considered, including discharging to landscape or sewer in accordance with City Code, and are not possible.

AConsideration only for Exterior Cleaning




There may be a few conditional exceptions. For more information visit us online at
cotaticity.org or call 707-665-3638.

Immediately report any hazardous material spill that reach the storm drain system by calling 911.
Reporting Non-Hazardous spills: 707-792-4611

Hazardous waste and materials management questions:
Rancho Adobe Fire District 707-795-6011

cotaticity.org




